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Zomba
Botanical
Gardens
Perched at the foot of a towering plateau
Beaming delightedly and full of life
with trees clad in cheerful evergreen leaves
As they stand on manicured green carpets
Punctuated by a bed of flowers here
And a battalion of rocks standing guard there
Birds ceaselessly chanting lullabies
Softly piercing the cemetery silence
The serpent-like Mulunguzi snaking through
Its water here splashing and there splattering
Surely, Adam and eve must have walked and played here
Before falling from grace to grass

Zomba is the former capital of Malawi and
home to a majestic 2,000m mountain in
between Blantyre and Liwonde with
stunning views towards Mulanje Mountain,
just 60km away. It is home of the
University of Malawi and one of the biggest
markets in Malawi. At the market you can
find everything you need; from fruits to
kitchen ware, car parts, phone chargers,
and much more.

The Majestic Zomba Plateau

People interested in history can visit the
historical centre, the KAR memorial or walk
in the botanic gardens and Zomba is the
perfect gateway for hiking, day trips and
historical tours.

ABOUT
ZOMBA

VISIT ZOMBA

Gymkhana Club, a social and sports venue,
dating back to 1893
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Celebrate Zomba

www.visitzomba.com/festival
Every year during the first weekend
of May, Zomba City Festival gives
visitors a chance to explore Zomba
in a whirlwind 4-day event of poetry,
live music, hiking, visual arts, dance,
markets and food. The festival
highlights all that the historic city has
to offer.

Dali CITTY performing at
Zomba City Festival 2021

Zomba has a lot to offer to visitors
and the festival welcomes its visitors
to explore the city. With 7 venues
and a massive line-up in the arts, the
event is open to all ages and there is
something for everyone.

ZAP
Zomba City Festival is
organized by Zomba Arts
Platform, a non-profit
organization dedicated to
uplift artists by helping
them support themselves.
Charles Levison paints live at
Zomba City Festival 2021

THINGS TO
SEE IN
ZOMBA
Zomba Plateau
Zomba Mountain is a beautiful place
for fresh air, an easy hike, a picnic or
for mountain biking. The Plateau is
1,800m high with a peak of just over
2,000m. On the mountain you find
cedar, pine, and mountain berries.
You can drive up (taxi approx
K8,000) or hike up (2 hours)
There are nice spots for picnics for
example at Mulunguzi Dam (K500
per person) with a beautiful view on
the dam and Mandala Falls.
The shortest hike is to William’s
Fall’s where you can jump in the
water to cool down. Of course you
can go further on foot to one of the
viewpoints or Chingwe’s Hole.

Shopping
Zomba is the fourth city in Malawi. In
town you find a big market that sells
(almost) everything and a Chipiku Plus
for your groceries. There is a small
Shoprite Usave opposite the bus station
with a good selection, People’s Trading
Centre, and Breadtalk to get different
kinds of breads, cakes and pastries.
There is a nice DAPP for second-hand
clothes and PEP for South African
clothes and kitchenware.

(c) Frenchie Visuals

KAR Memorial
The King's African Rifle's monument
is an imposing red brick building near
the M3 towards Blantyre.
In 1902, all British forces in East and
Central Africa were combined and
renamed the King’s African Rifles.
The KAR Monument is a sobering
insight into the contributions of
British colonies to global efforts of
the empire. The names of hundreds
of Malawian soldiers killed in WW I &
WW2 are engraved in the plaques
positioned around the monument. As
you climb the steps leading up to the
monument on a small hill, you can
see the many heroic deeds of
Malawians who served not only in
Africa but all over the world.

Outside People’s and on the mountain
you will find seasonal fruits and veg that
you cannot find elsewhere in the country
like
Himalayan
raspberries,
gooseberries, rhubarb and strawberries.
A Malawi Made Market is every first
Saturday of the month at Pakachere.

Univerity of Malawi (UNIMA)
In 1973, a university college campus was
established with funding from the World Bank.
Following the establishment of Chancellor
College in Zomba, a constituent campus of
the University of Malawi, the town changed in
character from a government centre to a
university town.
UNIMA has an average of 5000 students in a
variety of undergraduate programmes. You
can study Law, Science, Education, Social
Sciences and Humanities which includes fine
and performing arts. The Arts Department
organises theatre plays, concerts or other
cultural events. The student association
occasionally organises debates or socials
Gymkhana Club
Gymkhana golf course and country club is a
membership-based organisation in one of the
most beautiful historical buildings of Zomba.
This club, created in 1886 has facilities
allowing you to play squash, tennis and golf.
The clubhouse has two bars, main and
golfers bar. The golfer’s bar has been opened
to the public but the right of admission
remains reserved.
Previously, the clubhouse, which was called
Queen Victoria Hall and was inherited from
the government, used to maintain some
entertainment activities. Gymkhana was were
the Malawi Rock Shandy was created by
barman Shadrack in the 1960s.
In 2023, Gymkhana Club will be clocking 100
years of existence.

(c) Frenchie Visuals

Botanic Gardens
The National Herbarium and Botanic
Gardens of Malawi (NHBG) is a
parastatal botanical institution. It is the
principal authority on botanical and
related matters in Malawi.
Harry Johnstone established the
Zomba Botanical Gardens in 1891. He
brought Alexander Whyte, the botanist
in 1891 who did the landscaping of the
garden. By 1892, Alexander Whyte had
finished working on the Zomba Botanic
Gardens planting various flowers, fruits
like
bananas,
oranges,
nartjies
(manachesi) with fish ponds on the little
streams that passed the gardens.
Nowadays is a beautiful green park to
walk, relax or have a picnic. It is one of
the venues for Zomba City Festival.

Orchids

Alongside some unique animal
species, Zomba is also the natural
habitat of a wide variety of ground
orchids. You can spot them at the
start of the rainy season - end of
January or early February. Zomba
Forest Lodge
organize guided
walks to go and find them.

Malape Pillars
Malape Pillars (also known as Chikala Pillars)
are magical. These mysterious sandstone
formations nesting deep in the trees at the
foot of the verdantly-forested Chikala Hills
They look like natural sand castles are made
by wind & water. The ‘pillars’ form due to
puddles of crystals which protect the columns
of grit underneath as the rains erode the
surrounding unprotected areas. As the sides
of the canyon erode and the crystal blocks
tumble off, beautifully sculpted pinnacles
remain.
Lake Chilwa
A place of natural beauty offers excellent birdwatching, and has some unique places of
cultural interest. The shallow Lake Chilwa
dries up sometimes and there are not as
many birds and fish as there used to be.
There are inhabited islands in the lake, and
even mobile stilted fishing villages during the
dry season.
Chisi islands is probably be one of the most
remote communities in all of Malawi. Take a
boat to Chisi Island where you can camp at
the community-run campsite or stay with a
family. The boat ride can take a while in rain
or shine. Don’t forget a sun hat, sun lotion
and a couple of bottles of water.
https://www.facebook.com/ChisiIsland
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Chilema tree
In Malosa you find a colossal Banyan tree.
The Chilema tree is one of the incredible
sights visitors to Zomba can witness as it is
just 30 minutes away. What appears to be a
forest is actually one tree. The tree is more
than 50 years old, and covers an area of 700
square meters. The Banyan tree is the only
one of its kind in the whole of Malawi and only
found in Malosa
Ntonya Mountain
Ntonya Mountain is located just twenty
kilometers away from the Zomba plateau and
it is worth to visit this volcanic Mountain.The
estimate terrain elevation above sea level is
1314 metres.
There is a really nice hike up through
cultivated fields and small villages, past an
old graveyard and up to the top of the peak.
Anyone along the way can tell you how to get
there. The trail winds up, and crosses over
the backside, bearing right after the notch.
There are nice views of Zomba Plateau. The
total time that it will take you to complete the
walk around the crater on the Mountain and
get to know more about the village and those
that reside in it will be 4 to 5 hours.
Afrochoc
Afrochoc is a chocolatier
based in Zomba, offering
activities to visitors: chocolate
pairing, demo or workshop.

There are hiking groups that go up every weekend.
They start early (5AM) from Gymkhana and they go
fast and far. If you go alone, we recommend to take a
guide from the Zomba Tour Guide Association who all
have photo ID's.

HIKING &
MOUNTAINBIKING

The guides know the plateau very well. We
recommend everyone to take a guide, as not only do
they provide local knowledge, but you also support
local families and Zomba’s conservation efforts. The
Zomba Tour Guide Association helps with fire
prevention, patrol to stop illegal logging, and they keep
the paths free.
You can either drive up the mountain and find a guide
there, or book via your lodge.
If you want to ride on the mountain, you can rent a
mountain bike from Africycle at Pakachere or on top
from the tour guides. There are 4 swimming pools at
lodges open to the public if you want to go for a swim.
VISIT ZOMBA
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Like many other places in
Malawi, Zomba suffers from
deforestation. A growing
population of Malawi requires
wood to cook, wood to build,
and there are both legal
(plantations) and illegal (locals
and big companies) loggers.
The results of the logging are
devastating; for the future of
Malawi, but also for tourism.

CONSERVATION
TREEZ (The Reforestation of the Environment and
Ecosystem of Zomba) is a project started by Zomba
Forest Lodge. Amongst other things, TREEZ supports
fire prevention and plants many trees.

Conservation and reforestation
are very important for Zomba,
not only to protect the beautiful
nature on the plateau, but also
because all drinking water for
Zomba comes from Mulunguzi
dam. Without trees our dam
can become dry, leaving
Zomba without water. Trees
do affect the climate,
regulating rainfall and
temperature, as well as
preventing mudslides.

Every year in September Zomba Forest Lodge through
their charity TREEZ, organises a run for reforestation.
The Run4Reforestation is a sporting event aimed at
raising awareness and funds. You run or walk 5, 10 or
21k to help TREEZ protecting the mountain. Check out
the dates for 2022: visit the TREEZ website for more
information.
WESM is another organisation active in Zomba,
organising monthly talks about wildlife and
environmental issues. WESM Zomba supports 150
wildlife clubs at schools in the region and they plant
many trees with community groups every year.

VISIT ZOMBA

www.visitzomba.com | 12

Where to Eat

There are many places to eat; there is something for every budget and
every taste. Local food is easy to find along the M3, near the market
and along the streets. Mediterranean food can be found at Casa Rossa
(Italian) and Kefi (Greek). For those on a small budget Pakachere,
Domz Gardens and Mango are great options. Other lodges serve food
too and are open to the public: Wadonda Suites, Villa Kupa and T&D to
name a few.
There are big differences in prices and quality, you are encouraged to
eat at establishments that are registered with the Malawi Bureau of
Standards, the MRA and the Department of Tourism.
The Mixed Booze and BBQ is
the ideal place to booze and try
tasty meat in Zomba. Situated
along the main road (M3) close to
Robin Park, The Mixed is the bar
where the people from Zomba
meet a drink in the evening.
Students from UNIMA come here
to socialise and celebrate the
weekend. They show football on a
big screen and sometimes they
have DJs or live music. .
The Heritage Centre is a pleasant laid-back cafe in the yard of an old
colonial heritage building, with a small book/curio shop. At the start of the
road that leads to Zomba Plateau lies the Zomba Gymkhana Club, a
colonial English styled building. It is the home of The Heritage Centre, a
company promoting Malawian culture and history. The centre offers guided
tours covering the plateau and historical Zomba, while longer itineraries go
further afield to Mt Mulanje, Mua, Lake Chilwa and beyond. It is a nice place
to for a light meal, iced coffee, informal meeting or to just relax.

OUTSIDE
ZOMBA

Enhance your stay in
Zomba by adding one of
the many daytrips you can
take. Go for an invigorating
hike on Mulanje, try to spot
the Big Five in Liwonde, or
take a trip to the tea
estates, complete with High
Tea.

Outside Zomba

The Mulanje Massif, also known as Mount
Mulanje, is a large inselberg in southern
Malawi. Sapitwa Peak, the highest point
on the massif at 3,002m. Visitors can
drive round the foot of the massif in a day
but even more attractive is to walk, trek,
hike and sleep on the mountain. The
massif is surrounded by tea plantations.

Thuchila Pools
COOL DOWN AT THE FOOT OF
SAPITWA.
Only 1hr15mins from Zomba you
find Thuchila, a gorgeous place for a
walk, a swim and a picnic at the foot
of the highest peak of Mulanje
mountains.
Enjoy lunch or go for a walk along
the river. The pools are cold, so nice
and refreshing in the hot season.
The roads to Thuchila (via
Matawale/Jali/Phalombe) are good
with stunning views along the way.

There are some spectacular hikes up
Mulanje, from 1-day hikes to the full
traverse, a 5-day epic trek that crosses
the full length of Mulanje and touches
Sapitwa. A common trek is 3 days starting
at Likhubula. From Zomba, Fort Lister is
just over an hour drive. There can you can
hike up in 4 hours. You can book a guide
and porter in Mullanje town.

Outside Zomba

Liwonde National Park is the
jewel in Malawi's conservation
crown! It was established in
1973, and has been managed
by the nonprofit conservation
organization African Parks
since August 2015. The
reserve covers 548 square
kilometres (212 sq mi)[6][7] of
woodlands and dry savannah.
A 30 km section of the Shire
River runs through the park
including a section of the shore
of Lake Malombe, 20 km south
of Lake Malawi . The park has
been the host of incredible
wildlife
translocations
and
reintroductions,
and
transformations.
Liwonde
boasts robust populations of
numerous species including
over 1,000 buffalo, nearly
2,000 hippos, almost 600
elephants, and over 7,200
other game animals, as well as
lions, cheetah, African wild
dogs, and rhino.

Outside Zomba

If you are looking for a day trip,
the Satemwa Tea Estate is
located in the Thyolo district.
One of the oldest tea estates in
Malawi, it was founded in 1923
by Maclean Kay, a Scottish
immigrant and former rubber
planter in Malaya. The estate
provides magnificent views of
Mount Mulanje and the Lower
Shire valley to the west.
Huntingdon House, on the
estate, is a lovely place for high
tea (reservation necessary),
lunch or tea tasting. You can
stroll around the tea fields and
play some croquet in the
garden. It is a very nice place
to spend an afteroon.
There are also tea fields in
Mulanje and Africa Wild Truck
is the ideal place for a stroll
around the Mulanje fields.

Stay in Zomba

www.pakachere.com
Pakachere is a social meeting place for
local people, students, volunteers,
expats and travellers. The beautiful
green garden is a haven to read, study,
relax or meet with friends. There is
plenty of space for games but also for
more serious business meetings, and
even for chinkoswes, a graduation party
or
wedding.
Accommodation
is
affordable and clean with private ensuite rooms, dorms and camping. The
restaurant is open 7 days per week and
serves Malawian and international food
for all dietary requirements from vegan
to steak. The lodge runs on solar power
and waste is separated to reuse or
recycle as much as possible. Filtered
water and wifi is available for lodge
residents.

Glamping in one of
Pakachere's Safari tents

Pakachere is the main hub for Zomba
City Festival with live music every day
between 4PM and 10PM. Book your
camping, glamping or dorm bed via
info@pakachere.com

Eli Njuchi performs Live at
the Pakachere stage during
ZCF21

Stay in Zomba

Mango Lodge is central in town on Chirunga
Road opposite Zomba Theological College
on the road to the University of Malawi
(UNIMA). Mango Lodge has spacious
executive guest rooms with unbeatable
amenities
and
accessories,
modern
conference facilities and fine dining. All
rooms have a double bed, private bathroom
and a nice breakfast is included in the price.
Mango Lodge has uninterrupted water
supply, solar power backup system, DSTV,
free WiFi to resident guests, and friendly staff.
The restaurant serves snacks and meals
varying from chambo (fish) to chips &
chicken.

Mango Lodge is
very central and
a great place to
spend the night
during Zomba
City Festival.
Rooms are
MK 30,000
including
breakfast.

Stay in Zomba

Sunbird Ku Chawe is Malawi's premier
mountain resort and one of the very
best places from which to enjoy the
splendor of a magnificent scenic
country. The hotel sits on the edge of
Zomba Plateau, which rises just over
2,000m, with the highest peaks on the
rim forming a saucer shaped bowl.
Around this rim are some of the most
stunning views in Africa.
Sunbird Ku Chawe aims to make your
visit as relaxing and enjoyable as
possible. Sunbird Ku Chawe is a luxury
hotel offering flat screen TVs, air
conditioning, and free wifi is offered to
guests.
Just outside Sunbird Ku Chawe you
find a curio market to buy souvenirs
but also fresh mountain berries and
rhubarb. Just 100m up the road you
find a 3D model of Zomba Plateau. This
is also the place to book your guided
hiking and mountain biking tours with
the Zomba Tour Guides Association.

Ku Chawe

Directory

Annie’s Lodge
Accommodation and Conference
Centre
Tel. +265 999 957608
Casa Rossa
Accommodation and Restaurant
+265 991 184211 +265 881 366126
Email info@casarossamw.com
Web www.casarossamw.com

Hill Springs
Accommodation
Tel. +265 886 994871
Email info@hill-springs.com
Web www.hill-springs.com/
Kefi
Accommodation and Café
Tel. +265 888 810439
Email info@kefihotel.com
Web https://www.kefihotel.com/

Cash Point Forex
Money Exchange and Banking Service Mama Natembo's Lodge
Accommodation and Catering
Tel. +265 887942208
Services
Email cashpoint.cpfb@gmail.com
Tel. +265 888 323571 /+265 996
575857 /+265 888 786478
Domino Lodge & Domz Garden
Email priscilla1gonani@gmail.com
Lodge and Restaurant
Tel. +265 888 309347 / +265 1525649
Mandevu Farm
Email
Accommodation, Farm and
dominozombamalawi@gmail.com
Conference Centre
Tel. +265 995 623338 / +265
Manja Lodge
888896625
Lodging, Food and Beverages
meykalinde@yahoo.co.uk
Tel. +265 993 906402 / +265 886
766256
Mango Lodge
Email info@manjalodge.com
Accommodation, Restaurant and
Web manjalodge.com
Conference Centre
Tel. +265 885 413668
Donna Eva's Cuisine
Email mangolodgemw@hotmail.com
Restaurant
Tel. +265 1526702 / +265 994 360438
Email: donnaevacuisine@gmail
www.visitzomba.com

Pakachere Lodge & Restaurant
Accommodation, Camping,
Restaurant, Tours and Venue Hire
Tel/WhatsApp +265 994 685934 /
+265 882 858089
Email info@pakachere.com
Web www.pakachere.com
Peter’s Lodge
Accommodation and Conference
Centre
Tel 011 195 0046 / +265 995 671596
Email chimbenjijoseph@gmail.com
Signature Kitchen
Restaurant and Catering Services
Tel. 0999 761070
Email paulinazkitchen@gmail.com
Sunbird KuChawe
Accommodation, Restaurant and
Conference Centre
Tel. +265 1514211
Email kuchawe@sunbirdmalawi.com
Web
www.sunbirdmalawi.com/hotels/sunb
ird-ku-chawe
T&D Guest House
Accommodation, Bar, Restaurant,
Swimming Pool
Tel. +265 999 507079
Conference centre Tel. +265
991450672
Email tndguest@gmail.com

The Heritage Centre
Café, Tours and Book Shop
Tel. +265 995 762972
The Mixed Booze & BBQ
Bar and Braai
Tel. +265 996 466547
www.facebook.com/MixedBoozeandBBQ
TuTa2
Accommodation and Swimming Pool
Tel. +265 991 761452
Villa Kupa
Accommodation, Restaurant and
Conference Centre
Tel. +265 885 890866
Email villakupamw@gmail.com
Wadonda Suites
Accommodation and Conference Centre
Tel. +265 994 451066 | +265 882206666
Email reservations@wadondasuites.com
Web www.wadondasuites.com/
Zomba Forest Lodge
Lodge (strictly advance booking only)
Tel/WhatsApp +265888 573325
Email zombaforestlodge@gmail.com
Webs www.zombaforestlodge.com
Zomba Tour Guides Association
Tour Guides & Mountain Biking
Tel. +265 994 733305

Liwonde

Mulanje

Kutchire Lodge
Safari Camp
Tel. +265 999 729036
Email kutchirelodgemw@gmail.com
Web www.kutchirelodge.com

Likhubula Hiker's Nest
Accommodation
Tel. +265 885 763417

Bushman’s Baobab
Safari Camp
Tel. +265 995 453324

Liwonde Safari Camp
Safari Camp
Tel. +265 881 813240
Email liwondesafaricamp@gmail.com
Web http://liwondesafaricamp.com/
Shire Camp
Safari Camp Liwonde
Tel. +265 882 948486

Africa Wild Truck
Lodge, camping, restaurant
Tel +265995941542 {WhatsApp}
Email info@africawildtruck.com
Web www.africawildtruck.com

Thyolo

Satemwa Tea Estate
High Tea, Lunch and Tea Tasting
Email accommodation@satemwa.com

Taxi Service & Airport Transfers

Austin & Friends
Affordable and Reliable Taxis
Tel. +265 884 402166 / +265 999 347469
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